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character. We must not leave matters as they are.
Closer bonds than temporary expediency unite us
to friends such as our chairman Jose Bergamin and
to the heroic Catholic defenders of the Basque
country. Marx's reference to religion as the opium
of the people will not do ; it does not explain the
genuine sympathy with which an ever-increasing
portion of the Catholic youth come out to meet us.
It is the intelligentsia's duty to probe into the factors
that unite us ; not by congresses, but by going back
to St. Francis of Assisi, to the Fathers of the Church,
and to the religious socialists of the Middle Ages
who were persecuted in the name of the same creed
against which Hitler at this moment is taking up
arms.

And there is another factor we must realize : the
struggle of the proletariat is a struggle for the happier
existence of future generations. The intellectuals
must fight for the same purpose. Merciless war
must be declared against all that remains of a
bourgeois, capitalistic, or ascetic ethics, which is
standing in the way of this happiness. The prole-
tariat have the right to expect from us the founda-
tions of a new ethics and a new art, in conformity
with their requirements. Once liberated the eagle
never returns to its cage. The modern Don Quixote
must not be allowed to rest content in exploiting
Sancho Panza for his own purely personal glory.